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Share	—	copy	and	redistribute	the	material	in	any	medium	or	format	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	Adapt	—	remix,	transform,	and	build	upon	the	material	for	any	purpose,	even	commercially.	The	licensor	cannot	revoke	these	freedoms	as	long	as	you	follow	the	license	terms.	Attribution	—	You	must	give	appropriate	credit	,	provide	a	link	to	the
license,	and	indicate	if	changes	were	made	.	You	may	do	so	in	any	reasonable	manner,	but	not	in	any	way	that	suggests	the	licensor	endorses	you	or	your	use.	ShareAlike	—	If	you	remix,	transform,	or	build	upon	the	material,	you	must	distribute	your	contributions	under	the	same	license	as	the	original.	No	additional	restrictions	—	You	may	not	apply
legal	terms	or	technological	measures	that	legally	restrict	others	from	doing	anything	the	license	permits.	You	do	not	have	to	comply	with	the	license	for	elements	of	the	material	in	the	public	domain	or	where	your	use	is	permitted	by	an	applicable	exception	or	limitation	.	No	warranties	are	given.	The	license	may	not	give	you	all	of	the	permissions
necessary	for	your	intended	use.	For	example,	other	rights	such	as	publicity,	privacy,	or	moral	rights	may	limit	how	you	use	the	material.	Completely	lost	after	that	ending	of	Inside	Man?	Then	you’re	not	alone…	Here’s	the	ending	explained	in	our	handy	recap!	In	episode	4,	everything	came	to	a	head	with	Janice	and	Ben	locked	in	the	Watling’s	cellar,
as	Beth	and	Jefferson	worked	to	save	them.	The	lives	of	Henry,	Beth,	Jefferson	and	Janice	collided	in	the	tense	series	finale	of	the	drama.	So,	if	you	need	Inside	Man‘s	ending	explained,	here’s	the	place.	***Warning:	spoilers	from	episode	4	of	Inside	Man	ahead***	A	LOT	happened	in	the	series	finale	of	Inside	Man!	(Credit:	BBC)	Inside	Man	ending
explained:	Ben	attacked	Janice	Ben	violently	attacked	Janice	with	a	hammer	in	a	scene	that	was	shocking	and	pretty	hard-to-watch.	In	Inside	Man	episode	3,	viewers	had	seen	Vicar	Henry	Watling	(David	Tennant)	execute	his	plan	to	poison	Janice	in	the	cellar	with	carbon	monoxide	–	unaware	his	son	Ben	was	also	down	there.	Between	the	carbon
monoxide	poisoning	and	the	stress,	Ben	finally	cracked.	As	Janice	was	also	affected	by	the	carbon	monoxide,	she	was	unable	to	defend	herself.	Janice	had	repeatedly	asked	Ben	to	turn	off	the	heater	so	the	carbon	monoxide	would	stop	spreading,	before	throwing	a	hammer	at	him	to	get	his	attention.	But	this	only	drove	Ben	further	into	a	murderous
rage,	and	he	smashed	Janice	in	the	face	with	a	hammer.	Mary	died	in	horrifying	circumstances…	(Credit:	BBC)	Inside	Man	ending	explained:	Mary	Watling’s	death	From	the	start,	Mary	seemed	like	a	doomed	case.	When	Henry	refused	to	let	Mary	back	in	their	home,	she	decided	to	visit	Janice’s	flat.	However,	journalist	Beth	Davenport	was	already
there,	so	Mary	claimed	to	be	Janice’s	friend.	Beth	bluffed	that	she	was	Janice’s	flatmate,	and	was	immediately	suspicious	of	Mary.	She	repeatedly	asked	Mary	how	she’d	got	into	the	flat…	Beth	questioned	Mary	on	where	Janice	was	and	when	she’d	last	seen	her,	and	Mary	panicked	under	the	pressure.	Mary	held	up	a	bread	knife	to	Beth	and	cut	her
when	Beth	continued	to	question	her.	Mary	then	ran	away	from	the	flat,	desperately	trying	to	call	Henry	after	realising	that	Ben	was	in	the	cellar.	Then	out	of	nowhere,	she	was	hit	by	a	lorry.	A	horrific	scene	saw	her	blood	spread	throughout	the	road	and	there	was	no	doubt	that	she	was	dead.	Jefferson	Grieff	saved	the	day!	(Credit:	BBC)	Inside	Man
episode	4:	Jefferson	Grieff	found	Janice	After	Henry	heard	Mary’s	message	and	found	out	Ben	was	in	the	cellar,	he	frantically	tried	to	free	him.	He	found	Janice	severely	injured,	but	Ben	ran	away	before	Henry	could	stop	him.	Just	as	it	seemed	that	Henry	was	about	to	kill	Beth	and	Janice,	a	group	of	masked	heavies	with	weapons	arrived.	And	it	was	all
down	to	Jefferson	Grieff	–	we	knew	he	could	solve	the	case!	He	had	previously	told	the	warden	in	his	prison	that	he	wanted	to	trade	the	whereabouts	of	his	wife’s	missing	head	for	a	pardon.	However,	he	didn’t	give	them	the	location	of	his	wife’s	head.	Instead,	he	gave	the	location	to	the	cellar	in	the	vicar’s	house,	where	he	knew	Janice	would	be.	Henry
asked	Jefferson	in	a	call	how	he	knew	that	Janice	was	there.	He	said	it	wasn’t	difficult	to	find	out	that	Janice	was	a	tutor	to	the	vicar’s	son	and	that’s	where	she	was	last	seen.	As	the	vicar	had	also	not	reported	her	missing,	Jefferson	figured	he	had	something	to	hide.	Jefferson	explained	that	he	knew	Janice	would	either	be	in	her	flat,	or	at	the	Vicarage.
When	Beth	and	Morag	confirmed	she	wasn’t	home,	he	knew	she’d	be	at	Henry’s	home,	her	last	known	destination.	Pretty	simple,	really!?	We	weren’t	sure	if	Janice	would	make	it	out	alive!	(Credit:	BBC)	Janice	survived	the	ordeal	In	episode	4	of	the	BBC	One	drama,	Henry	was	about	to	ring	the	police	and	confess	to	Janice’s	murder	when	she	opened
her	eyes!	Janice	was	severely	injured,	and	Henry	was	just	about	to	hit	the	last	fatal	swing	to	“protect	his	son”.	That	was	the	moment	Beth	swooped	in	to	save	the	day!	She	figured	out	from	Mary	that	Janice	had	never	left	the	Vicarage.	She	was	clearly	very	badly	injured,	so	we	weren’t	sure	she’d	make	it	out	alive.	When	Henry	protested	to	Jefferson	that
he	wasn’t	a	murderer,	Jefferson	indeed	confirmed	that	Janice	was	alive.	Phew!	Read	more:	OPINION:	Why	BBC	drama	Inside	Man	would	have	been	better	without	David	Tennant	Inside	Man	post-credit	scene	explained:	Who	is	Janice’s	husband?	Viewers	saw	Janice	looking	alive	and	well	in	the	post-credit	scene!	She	visited	Jefferson	in	prison	and
dropped	one	of	the	biggest	twists	of	the	Steven	Moffat-penned	series.	Janice	told	Jefferson	that	she	needed	help	solving	her	husband’s	murder.	The	only	problem	was	that	Janice’s	husband	was	not	dead!	She	confirmed	that	and	said:	“Yes,	but	he	deserves	to	be.	“And	I	need	your	help	with	that.”	Jefferson	agreed	to	help	as	Janice	smiled	and	the	show
ended.	So	who	on	earth	is	Janice’s	husband?!	She	had	never	mentioned	him	before…	Well,	we	have	a	pretty	good	guess	on	why	she	wants	him	dead	at	least,	because	it	seems	like	her	husband	never	came	looking	for	her!	So	could	a	series	two	be	on	the	way	with	Jefferson	and	Janice	teaming	up	to	murder	her	husband?	Well,	we	would	love	that!	All
episodes	of	Inside	Man	are	now	available	on	BBC	iPlayer.	So,	what	did	you	make	of	Inside	Man’s	ending?	Leave	us	a	comment	on	our	Facebook	page	@EntertainmentDailyFix	and	let	us	know	what	you	think.	Post	navigation	While	all	this	secrecy	can	be	frustrating,	it	also	helps	to	build	that	anticipation,	as	you	have	to	assume	there's	a	very	good	reason
for	it.	Well,	rest	assured	-	there	is,	and	we	certainly	won't	be	ruining	that	here.Inside	Man	is	a	devilishly,	deliciously	dark	piece	of	drama,	hinging	on	a	string	of	catastrophically	bad	decisions	made	throughout	the	first	episode.	Audible	gasps	could	be	heard	at	an	early	screening	ahead	of	its	BBC	One	premiere,	and	it's	easy	to	imagine	that	effect	being
replicated	nation-wide,	even	for	those	who	see	the	impending	doom	coming.David	Tennant	as	Harry	Watling	in	Inside	Man	BBC/Hartswood/Kevin	BakerIf	you've	been	paying	attention	then	the	'reveal'	may	be	semi-predictable	by	the	time	it	arrives,	but	that	doesn't	lessen	its	effect.	Because	it's	less	about	what	is	made	known,	and	more	about	how
things	transpire,	the	gradual	build-up	of	tension	to	the	point	where	you	can	see	what's	going	to	occur	and	are	yelling	at	your	TV	in	desperation	for	it	not	to.This	is	down	to	two	things	-	some	incredibly	tight,	dramatic	writing	from	Moffat,	and	some	undeniably	brilliant	performances,	particularly	from	Tennant.The	fact	that	he's	so	engaging	in	this	is	not
at	all	surprising.	Viewers	have	known	for	years	that	he's	one	of	the	most	talented	actors	working	in	TV,	and	here	he	proves	it	once	again	with	a	delightfully	complex	character.In	fact,	all	of	the	central	cast	bring	their	A-game	to	the	series.	Dolly	Wells	is	magnificent	in	her	frequently-surprising	role	of	Janice,	while	Lydia	West	perhaps	has	the	least	to	do
but	still	brings	a	welcome	strength	and	decency	to	this	cast	of	deeply	troubled	characters.	Which	brings	us	neatly	on	to	Stanley	Tucci...Stanley	Tucci	as	Jefferson	Grieff	in	Inside	Man.	BBC/Hartswood/Kevin	BakerThere	are	two	central	plot	strands	at	play	in	the	series,	with	one	focussing	on	Tennant's	vicar,	the	other	on	Tucci's	death	row	inmate.
There's	no	denying	Tucci's	is	the	less	gripping	of	the	two,	and	the	less	narratively	propulsive.	However,	it's	to	the	show's	strength	that	the	two	never	feel	of	a	separate	world	-	they	mesh	surprisingly	neatly.And	when	it	comes	to	Tucci	himself,	he	is,	of	course,	phenomenal.	In	lesser	hands	Grieff	could	be	a	character	we've	seen	before,	a	darker	version
of	Sherlock	making	big	assumptions	and	outsmarting	those	around	him,	while	showing	an	indifference	towards	social	niceties.	But	he's	such	a	distinctive	and	charismatic	actor	that	every	scene	with	him	remains	captivating.That's	not	to	say	Inside	Man	is	perfect.	It	takes	a	while	to	build	up	and	the	first	episode	can	feel	clunky	at	times	as	the	plot	gets
into	gear	and	the	characters	have	to	behave	in	slightly	outlandish	ways	to	move	it	forward.The	dialogue	is	also	typically	Moffat	-	for	better	or	worse.	At	the	start	of	episode	1,	and	even	after	some	of	the	darker	elements	of	the	story	have	kicked	in,	all	of	the	characters	are	quipping.	At	one	point	Harry	is	described	as	a	"funny	vicar"	but	in	truth	any	of
these	characters	could	be	described	that	way	in	the	first	episode	-	there's	a	funny	maths	tutor,	a	funny	journalist,	even	a	funny	murderer.Lydia	West	as	Beth	Davenport	in	Inside	Man	BBC/Hartswood/Kevin	BakerThere's	also	a	whole	lot	of	verbal	and	intellectual	sparring	going	on.	There's	a	line	in	the	trailer	in	which	Tucci's	Grieff	says:	"Everyone	is	a
murderer,	you	just	have	to	meet	the	right	person".	It's	not	a	one-off	-	there's	a	lot	of	grand,	slightly	comical	statements	on	big	topics,	from	crime,	to	religion,	to	morality.By	entering	your	details	you	are	agreeing	to	our	terms	and	conditions	and	privacy	policy.	You	can	unsubscribe	at	any	time.This	site	is	protected	by	reCAPTCHA	and	the	Google	Privacy
Policy	and	Terms	of	Service	apply.However,	all	of	these	quibbles	aside	there's	no	denying	that	Inside	Man	is	engaging	television,	and	having	seen	further	episodes	beyond	the	series	opener,	that	doesn't	let	up.	In	fact,	as	things	progress	and	the	story	becomes	more	clearly	defined,	it's	very	much	to	the	series'	benefit.	Episode	2	feels	like	a	step	up	and
is	well	worth	sticking	around	for,	even	if	you're	unconvinced	by	the	first.That's	perhaps	Moffat's	greatest	trick	here	-	keeping	the	tension	ratcheting	up	even	when	you	think	it's	reached	its	peak,	with	another	twist	always	around	the	corner.	And	with	so	little	known	about	the	series	ahead	of	time,	that	means	there's	a	whole	lot	of	surprises	in
store.Inside	Man	is	coming	to	BBC	One	and	BBC	iPlayer	on	Monday	26th	September.	Check	out	more	of	our	Drama	coverage	or	visit	our	TV	Guide	to	see	what's	on	tonight.The	latest	issue	of	Radio	Times	magazine	is	on	sale	now	–	subscribe	now	and	get	the	next	12	issues	for	only	£1.	For	more	from	the	biggest	stars	in	TV,	listen	to	the	Radio	Times
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being	a	serial	killer,	not	just	for	an	age	but,	the	way	things	are	shaping	up,	for	all	time?	It	is	31	years	since	he	gave	us	his	Hannibal	Lecter	in	The	Silence	of	the	Lambs	–	since	he	sucked	his	teeth	and	looked	down	the	lens	straight	into	our	livers	and	spoke	in	the	light,	Larry	Hagmanish	drawl	that	made	everything	he	said	300	times	more	gruesome.	He
remains	the	nonpareil	and	it	is	hard	to	come	out	from	under	his	boiler-suited	shadow.In	the	new	Steven	Moffat	drama	Inside	Man	(BBC	One),	Stanley	Tucci	is	burdened	by	many	parallels	with	the	great	man/awful	character.	He	plays	Jefferson	Grieff,	a	softly	spoken,	highly	intelligent	prisoner,	on	death	row	for	murdering	his	wife.	People	come	to	him
for	insight	into	their	stalled	cases	and	he	enjoys	toying	with	them	until	he	deigns	to	provide	his	unsettled	visitors	with	solutions	to	their	problems.	The	latter	are	deduced	in	a	manner	that	can	only	be	described	with	reference	to	another	great	man/awful	character,	Sherlock	Holmes,	whom	Moffat	himself	resurrected	in	a	way	that	will	probably	prove	as
hard	to	beat	for	the	next	few	generations.	Tucci	works	hard	to	make	him	his	own	man,	but	it	is	elsewhere	that	the	real	innovation	lies.Grieff’s	story	at	first	runs	alongside	an	apparently	unrelated	narrative	unfolding	in	an	English	village,	around	sweet	vicar	Harry	(David	Tennant)	and	a	–	pivotally	–	unsweet	maths	tutor	Janice	(Dolly	Wells).	We	meet	her
seeing	off	a	young,	drunk	man	(that	unmistakable	blend	of	creepiness	and	aggression	perfectly	captured	by	Harry	Cadby)	who	is	intimidating	young	journalist	Beth	Davenport	(Lydia	West)	and	other	women	on	a	tube	carriage.	This	core	of	steel,	and	possibly	this	journalist,	are	going	to	make	Harry’s	life	very	difficult	soon.Vicar	Harry	is	given	a	flash
drive	by	his	troubled	young	verger	Edgar	(Mark	Quartley)	that	turns	out	to	contain	child	sexual	abuse	images.	An	unlucky	chain	of	events	means	Janice	sees	it,	and	believes	it	belongs	to	Harry’s	son	Ben	(Louis	Oliver).	He	is	an	incredibly	unrewarding	teenager,	but	Harry	loves	him	and	tries	to	convince	Janice	that	she	is	mistaken,	without	betraying
Edgar.	This	is	a	weak	point	in	the	tale.	I	suspect	a	lot	of	people	were	screaming,	like	me,	at	the	television:	“Betray	the	paedophile!”	But	we	all	understand	how	fiction	works,	so	a	little	more	effort	to	suspend	disbelief	is	applied	and	on	we	go.A	struggle	between	Harry	and	Janice	ensues	and	she	ends	up	unconscious	in	the	cellar.	Harry	locks	the	door
behind	him.	And	the	show	becomes	a	twisting	interrogation	of	Grieff’s	assertion	that	we	are	all	murderers	–	we	just	haven’t	met	the	right	person	yet.When	Beth	visits	the	prison	to	interview	Grieff	for	a	piece,	and	then	ask	his	advice	about	the	missing	Janice,	the	weaving	together	of	the	stories	begins.	Only	the	first	two	of	the	four	episodes	were
provided	for	review	but	the	mystery	is	clearly	going	to	deepen.Inside	Man	is	typical	Moffat	fare.	Rollickingly	confident,	meaty,	funny,	clever	(if	not	quite	as	clever,	on	a	line	by	line	basis,	as	it	appears).	Wells	–	cast	here	after	her	tremendous	turn	in	Moffat’s	last	project,	the	glorious	Dracula,	and	hopefully	now	a	permanent	member	of	his	rep	company	–
is	brilliant	as	Janice.	The	ineffable	oddity	and	unremitting	moral	authority	she	brings	to	the	trapped	woman	gives	the	whole	thing	an	anything-could-happen	air	that	shifts	you	anxiously	to	the	edge	of	your	seat,	even	though	nothing	truly	terrible	has	occurred.	Tennant	is	in	non-frantic,	non-spitty	mode	–	which	is	a	relief.	Tucci	sells	his	slightly	smug,
slightly	portentous	section	of	the	script	well,	and	some	fine	comic	relief	is	provided	in	the	form	of	his	sidekick,	Dillon	(Atkins	Estimond),	a	serial	killer	(“I	went	to	a	therapist	–	I	really	opened	up!	She	left	the	profession”)	from	the	next	cell.	Think	Brooklyn	Nine-Nine’s	Doug	Judy	with	a	murderous	edge.	If	you	aren’t	a	Moffat	fan,	watch	it	for	Dillon	alone.
If	you	don’t	get	sucked	into	the	rest	of	the	romp,	I	would	be	surprised,	but	I’d	like	to	think	you	had	this	joy	at	least.	This	article	was	amended	on	3	October	2022	to	include	the	name	of	the	actor	who	plays	Dillon	–	Atkins	Estimond.	Masterful	performances	from	Stanley	Tucci	and	David	Tennant	keep	the	show	on	the	rails,	but	it's	a	convoluted	watch
What	connects	a	vicar,	a	journalist,	a	murderer	and	a	maths	tutor?	On	the	basis	of	Steven	Moffat’s	new	BBC	One	thriller	–	well,	don’t	ask	me.There	has	been	much	excitement	for	Moffat’s	(Sherlock)	Inside	Man,	not	least	for	its	cast	–	it	stars	Stanley	Tucci	and	David	Tennant	–	but	the	man	himself	has	been	secretive	about	the	details.	After	watching
this	first	episode	I	am	still	none	the	wiser:	it	is,	much	like	Sherlock,	often	puzzling,	complex,	threaded	with	narrative	trickery,	and	not	always	clear	how	the	disparate	plot	strands	come	together.A	woman	is	sitting	on	a	train	when	she	notices	the	man	opposite	is	staring	at	her.	Desperate	to	avoid	eye	contact,	she	shifts	in	her	seat,	which	invites	him	to
approach	her,	stand	over	her,	and	hold	his	penis	at	her	head	height.	It	seems	as	if	no-one	will	intervene,	until	the	man	spots	another	passenger	holding	her	phone.	He	rounds	on	her	and	she	holds	the	camera	up	to	his	face	–	as	if	she	is	livestreaming	the	violation	to	Facebook.	The	victim,	Beth,	is	a	journalist,	and	when	she	learns	that	her	observer,
Janice,	was	bluffing	and	doesn’t	actually	have	Facebook,	she	asks	to	interview	her.	She	declines,	but	the	pair	swap	numbers.At	first,	it	seems	as	if	this	opening	sequence	has	little	to	do	with	the	rest	of	the	plot	and	is	simply	a	way	to	introduce	Beth	(Lydia	West,	breakout	star	of	last	year’s	It’s	A	Sin)	to	Janice	(Dolly	Wells,	Dracula)	because	the	next
scene	takes	us	to	America	where	two	men	are	awaiting	their	fate	on	death	row.Jefferson	(Stanley	Tucci)	is	a	former	criminologist,	convicted	of	murdering	his	wife,	who	often	meets	with	clients	to	help	them	solve	various	cases	as	long	as	they	have	“moral	worth”.	We	see	him	decline	to	help	a	congressman	work	out	why	he	is	paid	$253.55	by	a
mysterious	benefactor	every	time	he	has	sex	with	his	wife.	Jefferson’s	cellmate	Dillon	(Atkins	Estimond)	is	a	serial	killer	with	a	photographic	memory.And	then,	again	apparently	unrelated,	we	are	back	in	the	UK	and	introduced	to	David	Tennant’s	likeable	vicar,	Harry.	As	he	is	leaving	work	for	the	day,	a	troubled	member	of	his	congregation	hands	him
a	USB	stick,	begging	for	help	to	hide	his	porn	collection	from	his	mother.	Harry	slips	the	drive	into	his	pocket	as	he	heads	out	to	pick	up	his	son’s	maths	tutor.	A	series	of	events	lead	to	the	tutor	–	Janice,	the	woman	from	the	train	–	sticking	the	USB	into	the	family	computer	only	to	find	it	full	of	disturbing,	explicit	images	of	children.	She	won’t	accept
that	the	stick	belongs	to	someone	else.	Harry	chases	her	through	the	house	trying	to	retrieve	it,	and	eventually	locks	her	in	his	basement.Not	much	else	happens	here	–	though	things	do	come	together	a	little	when	Beth	visits	Jefferson	with	the	intention	of	writing	a	piece	on	him,	and	asks	him	to	help	decipher	a	blurred	picture	sent	by	Janice.
Otherwise,	the	entire	episode	is	spent	setting	up	the	plot	and	given	I	have	come	away	mostly	unenlightened,	I’m	not	sure	it	succeeds.	The	premise	is	not	easy	to	believe	in,	the	strands	are	convoluted	and	little	appears	to	make	much	sense	–	there	is	rather	a	lot	of	trust	required	of	the	viewer	that	master	TV	showrunner	Moffat	will	pull	the	whole	thing
off.Thanks	to	wonderful	performances	from	its	four	main	players,	and	particularly	to	Tucci	at	last	back	in	a	creepy,	sinister	role	after	a	long	stretch	of	playing	loveable	characters	(and	stretching	pasta	in	Italian	farmhouses),	it	is	watchable	enough	for	me	to	commit	to	the	next	three	episodes	to	find	out	if	he	can.	Posted	February	23,	2012	by	David
Lewis	Filed	under	Although	it	never	quite	lived	up	to	the	promise	of	its	riveting	opening	episode,	BBC	One’s	curiously	humourless	and	very	British	crime	drama-cum-morality	play	has	ridden	out	a	dodgy	middle	section,	some	preposterous	dialogue	and	a	few	nagging	inconsistencies	in	the	plot	to	come	out	pretty	much	triumphant	on	the	other	side.
Ringleader	John’s	metamorphosis	from	cowed	yes-man	to	hard-as-a-knuckleduster-to-the-throat	bad	ass	has	struggled	for	believability	throughout	the	series,	but	it	comes	as	close	to	convincing	as	it	ever	will	in	his	final	speech	to	Chris.	Justifying	it	to	the	audience,	via	a	chat	with	his	adopted	daughter	and	a	tenuous	analogy	with	the	mouse	in	The
Gruffalo,	doesn’t	really	work;	nor	have	his	sudden	switches	to	Mr	Confrontation	ever	been	particularly	plausible	(the	‘Do	you	feel	better,	bitch?’	moment	with	frosty	security	queen	Rebecca	is	as	toe-curling	as	a	sasquatch	squeezing	into	a	pair	of	ballet	shoes).	However,	seeing	this	onetime	number-crunching	deskbound	bore	talk	about	how	a	crime	of
astronomical	proportions	has	liberated	him	and	turned	him	into	a	new	man	gives	off	a	neat	click	of	credibility	–	and	Steven	Mackintosh’s	performance	in	the	scene	is	superb.	The	sense	of	having	the	weight	of	his	own	life	lifted	from	his	shoulders	is	palpable,	and	his	laughing	acceptance	of	his	fate	at	the	very	end,	as	he	drives	his	share	of	the	stolen
cash	back	into	the	counting	house,	is	a	perfectly-portrayed	culmination	of	–	to	use	an	expression	worn-out	by	reality	television	–	his	character’s	journey.	Of	course,	he	hasn’t	had	to	carry	the	show	singlehandedly.	Although	Ashley	Walters	has	been	solidly	unspectacular	and	Nicola	Walker	disappointingly	underused,	Kierston	Wareing	and	Warren	Brown
have	grown	from	unpromising	beginnings	–	Gina	seemed	to	be	little	more	than	a	stereotypically-blousy	hairdresser	straight	out	of	a	bad	1970s	sitcom	and	Marcus’s	attempts	at	humour	were	so	woeful	it	was	as	though	he	aspired	to	be	in	a	bad	1970s	sitcom	–	into	realistic	characters	who	evoke	genuine	emotional	responses	to	their	plight.	The	former’s
tears	of	anxiety	and	the	latter’s	obvious	discomfort	and	remorse	at	the	events	of	the	heist	itself	are	outstanding	and	evocative	moments;	it’s	well	worth	the	brief	sense	of	dislocation	–	caused	by	the	use	of	a	technique	whereby	the	masked	robbers	are	shown	as	if	their	disguises	were	invisible	–	to	see,	for	the	first	time,	the	eternally	opportunist,
wannabe	wideboy	looking	utterly	out	of	his	depth	and	afraid.	Although	there	are	questions	left	hanging	as	the	credits	roll	–	If	the	police	knew	about	the	robbery	in	advance,	how	come	it	actually	took	place?	How	did	the	conspirators	stash	£172	million	quid	on	what	looks	like	a	working	farm?	Why	was	Kalpesh	arrested	on	a	boat?	What	are	the	secret
pheromonic	qualities	of	John’s	dull-looking	office,	which	doubles	as	a	shag	den?	What,	exactly,	did	Gordon	mean	when	he	said:	‘We’re	a	male-dominated	world	and	we	have	to	accept	the	odd	garnish	of	vagina’?	–	the	ultimate	sense	one	is	left	with	at	the	conclusion	of	Inside	Men	is	satisfaction.	It’s	curiously	gratifying	to	see	John’s	final	expression	of
contented	joy,	even	though	he’s	obviously	about	to	be	sent	to	prison	for	many	years;	and	it’s	even	more	pleasing	to	watch	Marcus	and	Gina	zooming	across	the	Severn	Bridge	–	ostensibly	to	get	their	story	together	so	they	can	safely	give	themselves	up	but	with	half	a	million	quid	of	stolen	lucre	stashed	in	the	car	boot.	Crime,	it	seems,	does	pay	after
all.	Aired	at	9pm	on	Thursday	23rd	February	2012	on	BBC	One.	>	Buy	the	DVD	on	Amazon.	What	did	you	think	of	the	final	episode?	Let	us	know	below…	Tags:	Ashley	Walters,	Inside	Men,	Kierston	Wareing,	Steven	Mackintosh,	Tony	Basgallop,	Warren	Brown
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